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Research shows that it takes a population of at least 100,000 to build 
a successful Community Foundation. Walker County and its friends have 
proved the research wrong. Since the Foundation’s inception, it has grown 
from $6 million to $66 million, all the while giving away more than $20 
million to over 500 nonprofit organizations benefiting Walker County residents. 
Laura and David Ulz both grew up in the Midwest, where they lived and 
worked most of their lives. Upon retirement, they were drawn to the beauty 
and serenity of Lewis Smith Lake. “We are impressed the Foundation has 
a long-term vision for the future and has the best interests of the area 
in mind. It supports a broad range of nonprofits from basic needs of the 
community, education, and the arts.  We share the beliefs and visions of the 
families who built the Foundation and through our gifts join in the challenge.”

It is very important to the Foundation’s leadership to be responsible in how 

A Foundation For our Future
The Walker Area Community Foundation serves a unique role in our community: helping to systematically turn a vision of a vibrant 
future into reality. “Through our work to create access to natural resources and fresh foods: the campaign to encourage students 
to look to their future through educational opportunities, the development of our downtowns, and the great work in progress by 
so many organizations, the Foundation is creating shared excitement and optimism about this time in the life of our community,” 
says Paul Kennedy, President of the Foundation.

they handle the money entrusted to them, investing it for both grant making and 
sustainability. A detailed analysis of our financial statement and the people who 
have so generously helped this Foundation, can be found at wacf.org/financials. 
Suffice it to say, the Foundation is strong, in good shape and poised for the future.  

We have a sophisticated grant review process that measures the results of the 
grants we make to assure we are investing our grant dollars with impact. Emily 
Donaldson Brasher has served the Foundation as a Grant Reviewer for the last 
few years and says, “The Community Foundation has a grant application process 
that is one of the best I have seen.  I have been on the other side writing grants, 
and the process that the Foundation uses is effective.  Everyone, from the Donor 
Advised Funds to the Grant Review Committee to the Board of Directors, is very 
personally involved in making sure the funds are awarded in a way that the 
community receives the most benefit.”

The Kelley Family Fund

New Funds For our Foundation
While the Community Fund, the general unrestricted fund of the Walker Area Community Foundation, makes grants only to benefit 
Walker County, we also have Component Funds.  Component Funds have the ability to advise our Board of Directors to make 
distributions from their funds to organizations that meet their interests, not only in Alabama, but throughout the United States as 
well.  We are pleased to report that in 2018, six new funds were created. 

Don Drummond Family Fund
The family of Don Drummond came together at the end of 2018 to create a fund 
in his memory.  Don and Billie Ruth Drummond have given to the nonprofits in 
our community for years, giving when they see a need and giving generously. The 
family will continue to do so through their fund.  Upon creation of the fund, Mrs. 
Drummond said, “Walker Area Community Foundation knows the greatest needs 
in our community.  I know the money we have given will go to meet those needs.”    

Joe and Annette Kelley Fund
Joette Kelley-Brown and Alicia Kelley Stewart recently started a fund to be able 
to give back to the community that has taken such good care of them, as 
well as to honor their mom and dad.  Kelley-Brown says, “I have seen the 
many great things the Walker Area Community Foundation has done for this 
community. The improvements to nonprofits, helping individuals, investing in 
our youth, and the health and wellness of others has been vast. They have an 
amazing ability to gather the right people together at the right time, all while 
having a vision for the future for generations to come. That is exactly why my 
sister and I chose this foundation to honor our parents, who were the first to 
teach us the importance of giving back and helping others. We couldn’t think 

of a better way to honor our parents than starting this fund with the Walker 
Area Community Foundation. Stewart agrees. “Our parents have been so 
instrumental in our lives by showing how much a kind word or gesture can 
change someone’s life,” she says. “I am so proud to be their daughter and 
want to carry on what they have taught me – to put others before yourself.”   



The Wright Family Fund
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KUB Philanthropic Fund
“It can be daunting to find the best way to give of one’s time, talents or treasures. 
Starting a donor-advised fund with the WACF was an easy decision for us, because 
the WACF works tirelessly to combine our contributions with those of other donors 
to make the most direct impact in the lives of our community, says Karyn and 
Brent in response to choosing the Walker Area Community Foundation as their 
vehicle to give back to the community. The KUB Philanthropic Fund will support 
the general needs of nonprofit organizations in both Walker and Jefferson County.

Patrick and Debbie Drummond Fund
Patrick and Debbie Drummond created a fund to support general philanthropy 
needs in and around Walker County. “Walker County has been extremely 
good to our family, and the Foundation provides the perfect opportunity to 
touch many different needs of the community,” says Drummond. Patrick 
and Debbie will involve their three children, Mary Stewart, Lindsay Jane, and 
Miller in the grant review process, teaching them how to give money with 
impact to the organizations they love.  

Patrick and Debbie Drummond Fund

Terri Drummond Lyon Fund 

Terri Drummond Lyon Fund 
Terri Drummond Lyon recently began a fund to continue to expand upon the 
legacy that her father, Larry Drummond, and the original board of directors of 
the Foundation began many years ago.  “Even though I no longer live in Jasper, 
I feel like it’s home,” says Terri.  This fund will use her fund to support nonprofits 
working in and around Walker County.  

KUB Philanthropic Fund

Wright Family Fund
Haig Wright has been involved with the Walker Area Community Foundation since 
our inception.  As a past board member and current volunteer, he is intimately 
involved in the activities of the Foundation. “I chose to begin a fund at the Walker 
Area Community Foundation because I’ve seen the money at work.  The Foundation 
puts local people, boots on the ground, to go into organizations to see the true 
need, interviewing the people that lead to see where the money will be the most 
impactful and then giving to where it is most needed.” 

Together, this Foundation and its Component Funds create opportunities for greatness, not only for nonprofits, municipalities and schools, but also for the individuals 
living, working and playing throughout our communities.

The Walker Area Community Foundation is here to serve our community.  “It is of utmost importance to the Foundation that our donors have the ability to fulfill their 
passion through their charitable giving and create impactful results through the process. Our community faces many challenges in the days ahead, but we as a 
foundation are ready to act in a way that moves us forward into a better tomorrow,” says Kennedy.
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Mission of Hope
Client is a 31-year old female with two children; she is searching for employment 
but has no childcare for her younger child so cannot go on interviews. Onward 
funding was approved for up to two months of daycare so that she will have time 
to enroll in Jasper Area Family Resource Centers Gen2 program, which will help 
her seek employment as well as provide for childcare while she is in the program.

Youth Advocacy Program
Client is a male who just found out he has a 12-year-old son who is in foster 
care. The father was living in a home with several other family members but 
needed to be in his own home if he wanted custody of his son.  He is employed 
and has moved into a home but needed repairs to the water heater and a stove.      

Walker County Coalition for the Homeless
Client is a female who has been through Pearson Hall and Lovelady for drug 
treatment and is now 18 months sober. She has a 2-year-old son and has 
been employed but is searching for a new job. The Onward Fund approved a 
grant to replace her upper denture plate, as her current one did not fit well in 
her mouth and hindered her ability to communicate.

Onward Fund
The Walker Area Community Foundation has established the Onward Fund, which will foster efficient, streamlined service delivery 
to people in need, moving individuals and families forward rather than seeing progress stop because of a lack of funding.  

Nonprofits may apply on behalf of individuals for cases that meet the following criteria:
• Client issues that are outside the bounds of normal nonprofit funding and therefore stop forward progress for families or individuals 
 to become financially stable.  

• Clients who have been financially stable but have an emergency situation that has created a single need that a nonprofit cannot 
 support (i.e., broken car part).  

• Deferred maintenance on homes that are owned by the client that create an environment that is not safe, sanitary or secure.  

• Foster families in support of preparing their home for foster children, as well as to meet the needs of children once placed. Funding 
 from DHR must be exhausted before applications are eligible for funding.

• Needs such as food, shelter, utilities and medications are not considered for funding, as they are already supported through the 
 Walker Area Community Foundation’s normal grant process.

Salvation Army 
Client is a 50-year-old female who is trying to get a job but does not have a 
driver’s license. She had been interviewed for a job but needs identification 
to be hired. Onward funding was approved to pay the issue fee for driver’s license.

Salvation Army 
Client is a 24-year-old female whose young son died last year, and she is still 
trying to get on her feet. She needs a driver’s license to be able to get a job.  
She does not have substance issues; she’s just had a hard time. Onward 
funding was approved to pay the issue fee for driver’s license.

Salvation Army
Client is a 50-year-old female who has just moved away from a bad relationship. 
She needs a driver’s license to be able to work. Onward funding was approved 
to pay issue fee for driver’s license.

The Onward Fund was created in January 2019, and the first round of funding was given in February.
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ANNOUNCING OUR 2019 EVENTS
UNDER THE STARS
AT THE BANKHEAD HOUSE & HERITAGE CENTER AMPHITHEATER 

Free Admission
SATURDAY, MAY 4 7:00 P.M. JAZZ IN THE PARK

SATURDAY, JUNE 15 8:00 P.M. MOVIE NIGHT

SATURDAY, JULY 20 7:00 P.M. THE GROOVE REVIVAL

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 7:00 P.M. REWIND OF THE SHOALS

Watch our Facebook page and BHandHC.org for more information.
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The Bankhead House & Heritage Center
 

2019 exhibit  schedule
Celebrating our Communities: Chapter 3

Featuring Artifacts from Farmstead, Jasper, 
Manchester, Redmill, Thach, and Saragossa  

January 29–June 14
Culturally significant items representing our rich history from these communities in Walker County. 

 
Alabama’s History of Native Americans

Featuring the Collection of  Wheeler Pounds
July 9–September 20

Opening Reception: July 9, 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
 

Making Alabama–Bicentennial Exhibit
October 8–October 25

Opening Reception: October 8, 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Traveling to all 67 counties and sponsored by the Alabama Humanities Foundation, this exhibit showcases Alabama from a fledgling US territory 

in 1817 to becoming the nation’s 22nd state on December 14, 1819. 
 

Art on the Inside
November 19–December 27 

Opening Reception: November 19, 2:00 p.m.–4:00 p.m.
Presented by Alabama Prison Arts + Education Project at Auburn University, features works made up of drawings and photographs, and occasionally poems.

Hours: Tuesday–Friday 10:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. and the third  Saturday of each month 10:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.
 Admission is FREE • Please call ahead to schedule a tour appointment or groups of 10 or more people.
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How To Give
How can you help make your community a better place? By giving to the Walker Area Community Foundation.

There are many ways to give to the Walker Area Community Foundation:
• Cash
• Stocks
• Bequests
• Individual Retirement Accounts & Other Retirement Plans
• Life Insurance Designation
• Charitable Remainder Trusts
• Charitable Gift Annuities
• Real Estate
• Build Your Own Plan
• Online Purchases: When you purchase online from Amazon, go to amazon.com/smile. 
  Choose the Walker Area Community Foundation as your charity, and the AmazonSmile 
  Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the Foundation.

Contributions to the Foundation may be made through honorariums and memorials. 
The Foundation will acknowledge the gift on your behalf.
For online giving or information about our funds, visit wacf.org
Contact the Foundation or your financial planner to help choose the method that is right for you!

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK
Join the Walker Area Community Foundation Group and the Bankhead House & Heritage Center Group on Facebook for the latest news on upcoming events.

HOUSEKEEPING: If you would rather not receive the newsletter, please contact the Foundation.
QUESTION: Would you be interested in receiving an electronic newsletter? If so, please email us at info@wacf.org.


